
Rudder
W
in
gs

Aile
ron

s

steer

planes

Flapsare likebrakes 

gives balance

Ele
va
to
rs

make plane

go up &

down
gi

ve p
la

nes l
ift

Did you know that...



Some FLIGHT questions to stimulate investigation & discussion:

What do FLAPS do?  How do they work?

What do AILERONS do?  How do they work?

What do ELEVATORS do?  How do they work?

What does the RUDDER do?  How does it work?

What do WINGS do?  How do they work?

What is LIFT?  How does it work?

and

A couple of terrific Dr Karl resources: 

ABC Science - How on Earth do planes fly?
National Geographic Science for Kids -How Planes Fly 

 
 
 

Leonardo da Vinci made the first real
studies of flight in the 1480's making
over 100 drawings illustrating his
theories. 

How Planes Fly


